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1

WARD	PERSALL	WALKED	along	the	narrow	beach
in	a	deliciously	cool	strip	where	the	waves	slid
up	and	down	on	the	glistening	sand.	He	was	just
seventeen,	 short	 and	 skinny	 for	 his	 age	 and
acutely	 aware	 of	 both.	 It	was	 a	 cloudless	 day,
the	surf	creaming	in	from	the	Gulf	of	Mexico.
His	 flip-flops	 sank	 into	 the	 wet	 surface,	 the


